


We're on the way to

adventure —
We have trails
we have favorite to follow
snacks,

and birds to
and road trip Spot,

songs,

and faces pressed and a shiny new

to windows. helmet to wear.
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We won’t have boulders to climb or trail mix with a view.

Why*

13



14

All
because
of the
rain.

No flashes of feather
or glimpses of goldfinch.

Why?
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16

All
because
of the
rain.

No racing to the
top then coasting
downhill.
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You
Know
why.
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The drops say

There will be
no adventures
today.
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The
rain
pours
down,
and while we
sleep...
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...It seeps
into cracks
in the dry desert dirt.

Deeper,

deeper,

deeper...
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In the
morning we
have sunlight,

and

birdsong,

and

sizzling
smells of
breakfast.
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We pull
curtains aside,

rub sleepy
eyes,

push open the
door —

and

GASP!
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There is a fresh smell of flowers,

the hum of happy insects,

and birds dashing by with
high lifted tails.
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Our adventures begin -

better than ever,
because now the desert
IS bursting with life.

Why"?
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You know why.

About “Superblooms”

In some desert climates (such as in California, Nevada, and Arizona) wildflower seeds
can stay dormant under the ground for many years. If the right conditions occur in a
given year — just enough rain, and just the right temperatures — the seeds can all grow

and bloom at the same time, creating a carpet of wildflowers.

Often called “superblooms,” these unusual events transform the desert from dry and

scrubby to wildly colorful, sometimes almost overnight.

This story is loosely set in Joshua Tree National Park in California, one of my family’s

favorite places to climb boulders, spot birds, and eat trail mix with a view.
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